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A welcome from the Principal 
 
At Rivers Academy, we are committed to supporting and challenging all students to fulfill ambitious goals.  We have the highest expectations in terms of uniform, behaviour 
and mutual respect. 
 
It is our ambition to ensure that all students enjoy the benefits of an engaging curriculum, excellent teaching and learning, calm and purposeful behaviour in lessons and an 
interesting range of extra-curricular opportunities. We aim to ensure that they better understand the very dynamic and rapidly changing world in which we live today. 
Young people need to be better qualified and more confident and articulate than ever before as the competition for jobs, Post 16 education and university places becomes 
increasingly demanding. Our singular aim is that students leave Rivers Academy well placed to be highly successful in their future careers with high levels of self-esteem, 
confidence and the qualifications and skills necessary to thrive in their futures. 
 
The future at Rivers Academy is exciting and students’ potential for excellence is without bounds. It is a pleasure to welcome you to our community and we look forward to 
working in close partnership with you to raise aspirations and maximise achievement. 
 
 

 
 
Andria Singlehurst 
 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Academy Values & Aims 
 

Rivers Academy West London has the highest aspirations for every student and provides exceptional education and pastoral care for each individual. As a result, 
children perform tremendously well in external examinations in both Year 11 and Year 13. 

Each member of our highly skilled and professional teaching and support staff is passionate about ensuring students enjoy the very best opportunities in their 
future lives.  

In everything we do, we aim to develop the three guiding principles of: Self-Worth, Engagement and Purpose.  

Raising student aspirations unlocks student achievement and ensures students develop the qualifications, qualities and skills to reach their personal 
ambitions. 

 

Academy Structure 
 

Rivers Academy West London is divided into four Faculty areas. Each Faculty area is overseen by one Assistant Principal.  Every student is part of one of the 
four Faculty areas. Their Academic Mentor will belong to this Faculty area and will take a lead on their personal and academic development.  
 
 

Science & Technology Communications Arts Maths & Well-Being 

 
Assistant Principal – Ms P Joao 

 
Assistant Principal – Ms K Sothinathan 

 
Assistant Principal – Ms E Hughes 

 
Assistant Principal – Mr T Wormald 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Attendance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Attend the Academy and lessons on time every day 
 
Every child has the right to access the education to which he/she is entitled.  
Students cannot learn and make progress if they are not at the Academy.  Low 
attendance is one of the biggest causes of underachievement in young people. 
Punctual attendance at every lesson is mandatory.  
 
Parents/carers, students and staff share responsibility for ensuring that 
attendance is excellent at Rivers Academy.  It is also recognised that attendance 
is a legal requirement and that parents/carers hold the ultimate responsibility.  To 
this end the Academy will pursue every avenue including a legal route if 
parents/carers do not actively ensure that their child attends the Academy. 
 
If your child is going to be absent from the Academy due to illness, you are 
required to contact the Attendance Office by email on attendance@rivers-
aspirations.org or by telephone on 0208 751 9836 or 0208 890 0245, option 1 
before 8.30am to report the absence.  Absences can also be reported by using 
the School Gateway app. This must be done every day that your child is absent.  
Please state your child’s full name, Academic Mentoring group and reason for 
absence.  On their return to the Academy students must bring a written letter 
from home explaining their absence.  Please ensure this letter clearly states the 
name and Academic Mentoring group of the child as we are required to keep a 
copy on the student’s file. 
 
Please note: Holidays during term time are not permitted. Requests for absence 
due to holidays will be turned down and be marked as an unauthorised absence.  

   
Autumn Term 2021 

 

Wednesday 1st September 2021 – Staff Training Day, no students on site 

Thursday 2nd September 2021 – Staff Training Day, no students on site 

Friday 3rd September 2021 – All students will receive their start date/time 

Monday 25th October – Friday 29th October 2021 – Half Term Break 

Friday 17th December 2021 – End of Term, students finish at 12.25pm 

Monday 20th December 2021 – Monday 3rd January 2022 – Christmas Break 

 

Spring Term 2022 

 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 – Staff Training Day, no students on site 

Wednesday 5th January 2022 – Spring Term begins, all students on site 

Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February 2022 – Half-Term Break 

Friday 1st April 2022 – End of Term, students finish at 12.25pm 

Monday 4th April – Monday 18th April 2022 – Easter Break 

 

Summer Term 2022 

Tuesday 19th April 2022 – Staff Training Day, no students on site 

Wednesday 20th April 2022 – Summer Term begins, all students on site 

Monday 2nd May 2022 – Bank Holiday, Academy Closed 

Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2022 – Half Term 

Friday 24th June 2022 – Staff Training Day, no students on site 

Friday 22nd July 2022 – End of Term, students finish at 12.25pm 

 

 



 

 

Our High Expectations of Students 
 
Personal Best at all times 
 

Having consistently high expectations of behaviour, attitude to learning and effort will lead to students reaching their Personal Best and making excellent 

progress. This also supports the development of high levels of self-worth, active engagement in learning and a sense of purpose. Excellence can be achieved 
through sticking to six simple habits. 
 

1. Meet deadlines - Complete classwork and homework on time, make the most of your time 
2. On task behaviour - Listen carefully to the teacher 
3. Punctuality and Attendance - Attend the Academy and lessons on time. Every lesson, every day 
4. Respect and Self-discipline - Follow instructions first time every time. Behave sensibly and respectfully at all times. Show respect for each other, staff, 

visitors and the community 
5. Uniform - Wear uniform correctly every day  
6. Equipment - Bring the correct equipment for learning, including: 

 
Student planner, clear plastic pencil case containing pens, pencils, a mathematical geometry set (including a 15cm ruler, compasses, protractor, eraser, glue 
stick and set square), a scientific calculator, and other equipment required for lessons on the day e.g. PE kit or Food Technology ingredients. Those arriving 
without the essential uniform and equipment will receive a Faculty Detention on the day.  
 
Recognising Success and holding clear boundaries 
At Rivers Academy we celebrate success at every opportunity and enjoy praising students through a wide variety of channels including Achievement Trips, 
Celebration Evenings, letters and phone calls home. Students will be rewarded with Aspirations Points for meeting the expectations above and for excellent 
effort and progress.  
 
Having the highest expectations with clear boundaries helps ensure a calm, purposeful and engaging learning environment for all students. Students will be 
sanctioned if they do not meet the expectations outlined to them above. Students will be set a 45 minute on the day detention if they do not meet Academy 
expectations during the day. Full details of our expectations of students, recognition and sanctions systems are available in our Behaviour for Learning Policy 
on the Academy website. These are also included in our Home Academy Partnership for Excellence agreement.  



 

 

Communication 
 
Your initial contact at the Academy is your child’s Academic Mentor. If you feel you would like to discuss things further, or have concerns regarding progress 
or welfare, you can contact your child’s Subject Co-ordinator.  Your son or daughter’s Academic Mentor and Subject Co-ordinator will be listed in their planner; 
alternatively our reception staff will be able to provide these details. 
 
School Gateway  

The Rivers Academy School Gateway communication system helps you keep track of your child’s progress, attendance and conduct.  It also enables us to 
communicate key messages and letters alongside providing you with a cashless payment system.  Letters from Rivers Academy are sent via the School Gateway. 
 
You can access School Gateway online via the School Gateway smartphone app or via the website. The set-up process is simple and takes no more than a couple 
of minutes: 
 
1. Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go to www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or       
    www.schoolgateway.com/android  (Android) 
2. Install the app and if you are asked then say yes to “Allow Push Notifications” 
3. Alternatively visit the website: www.schoolgateway.com 
4. When you launch School Gateway for the first time, please select ‘New User’ and enter the email address and mobile telephone number you have      
    registered with the school 
5. The system will send a PIN code to your phone; please enter this PIN code and the app will be activated for you 
 
As soon as the system is set-up on your device, all text messages we send you will appear in the app.  You will also be able to make cashless payments 
immediately.  If you would like to find out more, please follow https://schoolgateway.co.uk/ If you are having trouble logging in, it may be because the Academy 
doesn’t have your current email and mobile phone number on record. Please call the Academy on 020 8890 0245 or email schoolcomms@rivers-aspirations.org 
and we will update the details on our system. We hope that you will find School Gateway a great way to keep up to date with what’s going on at Rivers Academy. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.schoolgateway.com/android
https://schoolgateway.co.uk/


 

 

Booking an Appointment 
We respectfully remind you that we are unable to arrange meetings without an appointment; you should not come into the Academy without an appointment and expect 
to see a member of staff. If you have a concern or complaint and wish to speak to a member of staff about it, please contact them to arrange a mutually convenient 
appointment.  You can do this through reception (0208 890 0245) or by e-mail to the member of staff. Staff are always happy to meet with parents/carers to discuss their 
child’s progress, or any concerns they have.   
 
Working Together 
At Rivers Academy we wish to promote a community and environment where all members can work safely, happily and productively together.  We also believe that it is 
necessary to agree and understand clear rules, set by those in the community to enable children and adults to work successfully together.  Consistency in applying the rules, 
the associated rewards and consequences is essential. 
 
As a parent, you can help by: 

• supporting staff and children  

• agreeing to be involved in the rewards and consequences system 

• taking an active interest in your children’s learning and life at school 

• attending parents meetings wherever possible 

• encouraging children to follow the rules 

• subscribing and adopting similar strategies and principles 
 

Parental involvement and partnership is promoted through: 

•  agreeing to, signing and upholding the Academy’s Partnership for Excellence Agreement 

•  communication with your child’s Academic Mentor if they are experiencing any issues inside or outside of school in order that we can support as necessary 

•  meetings by appointment with staff regarding specific matters 

•  supporting the school by reinforcing praise and rewards and by monitoring progress regarding programmes to help behaviour 

•  attending Target Setting days and Progress Evenings 

•  checking planners and reports 

•  ensuring that the Academy has your most up to date contact details 

  
We expect that all communications with staff at the Academy will be constructive, we will not accept shouting, swearing/insults/threatening language or aggression.  
Parents/carers/visitors behaving in an abusive manner will have their meeting or conversation terminated and will be asked to leave the Academy site.  Abusive telephone 
calls will be terminated. 
 

 



 

 

Uniform 
Years 7 – 11 Uniform 

Please note that all students are required to be in full uniform at all times and this includes the journeys to and from the Academy. Below is a summary of our expectations: 

Girls 

• Rivers Academy girls’ blazer 

• Rivers Academy clip-on tie, which must be worn over a closed top button. Any broken ties will need to be replaced 

• Plain white collared shirt with a top button which must be done up; revere-necked blouses are not permitted 

• Rivers Academy sweater (long-sleeved or sleeveless) 

• Plain black, knee length uniform skirt or plain black classic uniform style, tailored straight-cut trousers. Casual “leisure/chino/boot-leg/jean style”, trousers or those 
which are tight on the thighs or excessively flared at the ankle are not allowed. Tight fitting trousers and Lycra skirts are not appropriate 

• Open belts or belts with large buckles are not allowed 

• Plain black socks, plain black opaque tights or flesh tone tights. 

• Plain black low heeled fully enclosed leather shoes. Any logos or branding must be discreet. No trainers, boots, open toed, high heeled or other unsuitable footwear 
is allowed. Shoes that are robust enough for poor weather should be purchased. Fashionable shoes are not appropriate. Laces, stitching and soles on shoes must be 
black. 

 
Boys 

• Rivers Academy boys’ blazer 

• Rivers Academy clip-on tie, which must be worn over a closed top button Any broken ties will need to be replaced 

• Rivers Academy sweater (long-sleeved or sleeveless) 

• Plain white collared shirt, with a top button which must be done up 

• Plain black uniform style tailored trousers. Casual “leisure/chino/boot-leg/jean style” trousers are not allowed 

• Plain black socks 

• Plain black low heeled fully enclosed leather shoes. No trainers, boots, or other unsuitable footwear is allowed. Shoes that are robust enough for poor weather 
should be purchased. Fashionable shoes are not necessarily appropriate. Laces, stitching and soles on shoes must be black. 



 

 

 
Girls’ and boys’ coats 
Plain black waterproof coats, with no stripes or designs or patterns or slogans on them. No ‘hoodies’, cardigans or tracksuit tops of any description are allowed. 
 
Hairstyles and nails 
Students are not to wear extreme hairstyles (e.g. lines shaved into hair, number one shave, extreme colours, lengths, Mohican styles etc.). The Academy reserves the right 
to decide what is extreme but invites students and parents to ask in advance if they need guidance. Nail extensions and nail varnish are not acceptable at Rivers.  (All 
students will be asked to remove nail extensions and nail varnish.) 
 
Make up 
Students in Years 7-9 should not wear makeup at all. Those in older years may wear subtle foundation and mascara. Lipstick, eye shadow and blusher are not appropriate. 
False eyelashes are not allowed. Any excesses will be challenged and the Academy will reserve the right to decide on appropriate action. 
 
Piercings, jewellery and tattoos 
There are to be no piercings at all except for one small, plain gold or silver stud in each ear. No deviation from this rule will be allowed due to Health and Safety 
requirements.  
  
School bag 
Students must wear a Rivers Academy West London rucksack. These are available for sale from the Academy and are large enough to fit A4 books, folders, PE kit and any 
other equipment essential for learning. This is a requirement for all Year 7 students.  
  
Please do not bring expensive items, including mobile phones and iPods, to the Academy - they can be lost or stolen.  The teachers cannot take responsibility for them or 
for trying to find them.  Any student who is found using a mobile phone on the Academy premises will have the phone confiscated for 24 hours and a parent/carer will have 
to collect the phone from reception the next day having met with a school Assistant Principal.  (Confiscated items such as jewellery or hoodies will be returned at the end of 
the term). 
 
Further details of our uniform policy are available on the Academy website, www.rivers-aspirations.org 
 
The uniform policy will be strictly upheld. Please check the above list carefully to avoid any confusion or anxiety.  

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Cashless Payments 
  
To remove the need for cash and cheques at the Academy we ask all 
parents/carers to only use our e-payment method to pay for dinner money and 
trips etc.  A cashless system is quicker and easier for you, safer for children and 
more efficient for the Academy. The system we use is called School Gateway.  For 
further information about how to set up and access this facility please see 
information above under ‘School Gateway’. 
 
What does School Gateway do? 
 

• It enables you to pay for dinner money and other items such as trips 
• Offers a highly secure payment site 
• Gives you a transaction history of all the payments you have made 
• Allows you to create a single account login across all your children that 

attend a school or academy 
• Shows you all items available for payment relevant to each of your 

children 
• Emails a receipt of your payment to the email address you register 

• Offers you the ability to set automated email/SMS payment reminders 

• It enables you to pre-order meals for your child. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
How does School Gateway help you? 
 

• Gives you the freedom to easily make payments to the academy 
whenever and wherever you like 

• Stops you having to write cheques or search for cash to send to the 
Academy 

 
 
Gives you peace of mind that your payment has been made safely and securely 

• Helps with budgeting as payments are immediate and there is no waiting 
for cheques to clear 

• Enables you to pay for some trips in instalments  
• As soon as you’ve got the system set-up, you’ll be able to pay money to 

the school online rather than send cash or cheques. 

 
Catering 
 
Our catering facilities are provided by Edwards & Ward Ltd, who work very closely with the Leadership Team at the academy to make healthy, nutritious food available for 
students.  Both breakfast and main meals are available every day.  The main meal is excellent value at £2.30 and includes a dessert. It is accompanied by fresh vegetables, 
salad and/or bread.  If you would like to see a sample menu please contact the Catering Manager of Edwards & Ward Ltd via Reception.  Your child will be issued with a 
photographic ID card in order to purchase food. 
 
Please note: Food must be ordered in advance using the School Gateway System. Meals need to be pre-ordered by 8.00am the day before the meal is required. 

 



 

 

 


