
 
Curriculum Statement 

 
INTENT 
 
Our vision is to inspire children to become their personal best by engaging them in authentic                
education for the 21st century - we aim to equip students with the knowledge and skills required to                  
play an active and successful role in today’s highly competitive, fast-changing world whilst             
ensuring all students achieve high levels of success in a broad range of GCSE and A Level                 
examinations.. From the age of 11-18 our students are immersed in a challenging, engaging and               
inspirational curriculum strategically designed to build on prior learning and deliver relevant and             
ambitious content that encourages creativity, celebrates diversity and utilizes the abilities,           
expertise and cultural experiences of the local community and beyond to develop passionate,             
aspirational and responsible young people eager for an active role in modern Britain. 
 
Central to the philosophy of the curriculum delivered in Rivers Academy is that it should provide an                 
authentic education based on the development of the knowledge, skills and qualifications required             
for success in the world today. We care passionately that the young people at Rivers Academy                
learn in a challenging, engaging and supportive environment; and thus, ensure that our curriculum              
effectively assesses student progress in a timely and thoughtful manner that allows teachers to              
consistently make meaningful interventions to enhance student progress. 
 
 
Rivers Academy’s curriculum aims are to ensure: 
 

● All students achieve at least expected academic progress and high levels of attainment in 
national qualifications 

● All students acquire knowledge to be remembered and constantly built upon cumulatively 
from Year 7 to the Sixth Form to deepen their understanding 

● We aim to offer EBACC to 75% of students at KS4 
● Knowledge acquisition through single discipline and transdisciplinary learning 
● All students develop high level 21st century skills 
● All students enter skilled employment or higher levels of study 
● All students develop high levels of self-worth and self-confidence 
● Learning is challenging and engaging 
● Learning is highly relevant to the world today and in the future 

 
Rivers Academy like all Aspirations Academies shares a common philosophy but has a distinctive              
approach to education. There are three guiding principles that all Aspirations Academies adhere to              
- these are central of the curriculum: 
 

● Self-worth 
● Engagement 
● Purpose 

 
Our curriculum embodies the following Core Principles: 
 
In applying knowledge to real-world contexts and allowing young learners to take the lead in using this                 
knowledge to find solutions student learning is deepened, at Rivers Academy we ensure the following nine                
Core Principles are clearly featured in every element of the academy’s work: 

 



 
 

• High Expectations - Being the very best you can be in your school and community 
• Opportunity - Matching your interests with activities that will help you to leave school well-rounded 

and confident 
• Challenge - Making your learning exciting and relevant to the real world 
• Talent Development - Enhancing your natural strengths and abilities so you thrive in school and 

beyond 
• Innovation and Enterprise - Supporting your creativity by encouraging you to ask ‘Why?’ and ‘Why 

not?’ 
• Makers and Creators - Being a creator, not just a consumer, of technology in our digital world 
• Global - Having the cultural awareness needed to communicate in our interconnected world 
• Employability - Equipping you with the skills and abilities you’ll need to excel in our ever-changing 

world 
• With Big Dreams and Hard Work - Aspirations means to dream about the future while being inspired 

in the present to reach those dreams. 
 
Our curriculum has been developed to meet the needs of students so that they have both embodied and 
institutional cultural capital with Employability and Future Skills as the centerpiece of our educational 
provision: 
 

• Resilience 
• Cross-cultural competency 
• Communication 
• Collaboration 
• Creative and adaptive thinking 
• Cognitive load management 
• Sense-making 
• Media literacy 
• Entrepreneurialism 
• Transdisciplinarity 
• Productivity and accountability 

 
 

 



 
Implementation of the curriculum 
 

 
In order to ensure the successful implementation of our curriculum at Rivers Academy we ensure that                
homework and independent learning are used consistently across subject areas to develop resilience and              
creative and adaptive thinking. Teachers have a common understanding of the academy’s curriculum aims              
and students’ work matches those curriculum aims. Furthermore, assessment is clearly linked to the              
development of cumulative knowledge, which means that the sequencing of units of learning builds to               
secure and substantive student understanding. As result of this, work in books is of high quality, particularly                 
for pupils with SEND and disadvantaged students achieve well due to the curriculum meeting their needs. 
 
Teacher subject knowledge is exemplary and is used to promote discussions, whilst understanding is              
checked systematically, misconceptions identified and addressed, and teaching is adapted to address            
students’ needs. Teachers and leaders use assessment well in order to check understanding and inform               
teaching as well as addressing misconceptions and any misunderstanding of key knowledge. Ongoing             
outstanding bespoke professional development supports teaching staff in their developing and honing the             
quality of their pedagogy. Alongside this, subjects utilise resources which reflect ambitious intent for the               
curriculum and students complete demanding work. Teachers plan coherent lessons which contribute well             
to deepen understanding and cumulative knowledge.  
 
Teaching and learning is complemented by a variety of educational visits, enrichment activities and events               
to provide students with real world experiences and develop their cultural capital.  

 
 
Impact 
 
At Rivers Academy, we believe that a well-thought-out curriculum which meets the needs of              
students should lead to at least good results for students which reflect what they have learned. The                 
impact of the curriculum is evaluated through the following measures: 

• The percentage of students who achieve at least expected academic progress and high levels of 
attainment in national assessments and examinations such as GCSE and GCE A level 

• Progress and attainment of current pupils across key stages 

• Reading Test data shows pupils able to read at age appropriate level 

• ‘Cultural Capital’ for disadvantaged and pupils with SEND 

• The range of high level 21st century skills developed by students 

• Destinations data - The percentage of students entering skilled employment or higher levels of study  

• The percentage of learning that is challenging and engaging 

• Attendance data 

• Engagement in enrichment activities 

• Student Voice 

• Schemes of learning are reviewed regularly to allow for effective monitoring of pupils’ progress 
through the curriculum 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Curriculum Content 
 
The curriculum incorporates the national curriculum 2014 statutory requirements and Department of            
Education guidance. Supplementary, the curriculum of the school reflects the local context and             
development needs of pupils.  
 
Presently, Aspirations Academies Trust has introduced an exciting and creative curriculum which means             
the curriculum is implemented is two-fold: 
 
1. The ‘No limits: Curriculum for success in the 21st century’ is being developed and will be introduced in                  

all Aspirations Academies in September 2019 initially in Years 4, 7 and 12. The intention is that the                  
main features of this curriculum will eventually inform a common curriculum approach from the ages of                
4 to 18. The expectation is for each academy to follow the collective curriculum outlines and philosophy                 
whilst also putting its own personal and local stamp on their own curriculum which meets the needs of                  
their particular body of students. The shared, collective curriculum will enable sufficient commonality of              
subjects, topics and assignments to enable cross-Trust moderation and raising of standards.  
 

2. Currently in the other year groups (not 4, 7 and 12) the curriculum is unique to each academy. In the                    
primary phase there is some commonality in that the focus is on English, maths and the Aspirations                 
(creative) curriculum, whilst in secondary phase there has been a move towards using the same GCSE                
and A level subject specifications in order to drive the curriculum across all year groups. The Early                 
Years Foundation profile along with the National Curriculum form the basis of the curriculum plan in all                 
Aspirations Academies. The knowledge and skills development required in each subject are carefully             
sequenced and mapped out within each year group and across each Key stage. As a Multi-Academy                
Trust that educates children from the age of 2 to 18, we also make sure to ensure that there is clear                     
sequencing and progression of knowledge and skills between each Key Stage so there is a clear                
progression pathway from the age of 2 to 18. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In order to ensure the development of a curriculum that ensures a depth of knowledge, the application of                  
knowledge and the development of future skills, the central feature of the ‘No Limits’ model is the                 
development of a curriculum that fully embraces both single-discipline learning (CORE) and trans-discipline             
learning (APPLIED). Both have a place in the curriculum. The CORE learning sessions occur both as                
regular timetabled single-discipline learning sessions as well as during the ATL assignment sessions as              
specific knowledge workshops. The APPLIED Trans-disciplinary Learning (ATL) assignments combine          
several subjects and run from 3 to 11 weeks in length for at least 2 hours most days for up to 8 hours a                        
week. These assignments are designed to apply CORE learning to real-world situations across different              
domains to ensure student learning is relevant, engaging and challenging. The curriculum structure: 
 
• Core learning (single discipline subjects): English, Maths, Science (single sciences), Computer Science,            

MFL, Art and Design, Geography, History. 
• Transdiscipline learning: Incorporating a combination of the following subjects: English, Maths, Science            

(single sciences), Computer Science, Citizenship, MFL, Art and Design, Geography, History. 
• Performance: PE*, Music, Drama and Dance 
• Assessment, Presentation and Personal Education (APP) weeks: The presentation of high quality            

transdiscipline subject assignment, assessment of all core subjects, PSHEE*, sex education*, food            
education*, citizenship* and Religious Education. 

 
Key Stage 3 
 
Key Stage 3 covers Years 7, 8 and 9, ensuring that all students pursue a broad and balanced curriculum                   
before making their options choices in Year 9 prior to starting a 2-year GCSE programme in Year 10. All                   
students study the full suite of compulsory national curriculum subjects. 
Students are tested at the start of Year 7. This sets a benchmark target and we use this benchmark to                    
continuously monitor each individual's progress. 
Students working at below Level 3 in literacy in Year 7 will receive additional literacy support. Some Year 7                   
students will receive a tailored curriculum, providing them with the intense accelerated literacy and reading               
development they need. 
It is essential for students in Years 7 and 8 to develop the skills and knowledge needed to support their                    
GCSE studies in Key Stage 4. 
The Academy day is divided into blocks of learning. There is a daily Academic Mentoring time which is                  
used: 
  

● to deliver Personal, Social and Health education (PSHE) learning 
● to deliver Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) learning (which is also embedded and              

delivered through subjects across the curriculum  
● to study British Values and Religious Education 
● to prepare for the day 

 

Key Stage 4 
 

● Covers Years 10 and 11. At this stage, students are set by ability 

 



 
● All students study the following GCSE subjects: English; English Literature; Maths; Core &             

Additional Science or Triple Science 
● They will study GCSEs from either: History; Geography; French or Spanish 
● They will also study a further two optional GCSE or BTEC subjects 
● The majority of students study for the EBACC 
● A comprehensive programme of revision and support sessions are offered every day in Year 11 

 
Disadvantaged students and SEND are supported with achieving maximum progress through expert            
in-class support and additional enrichment opportunities They are also entered for the vocational Travel              
and Tourism qualification if they were unlikely to complete a suitable number of subjects. In addition to this,                  
the school offers a differentiated curriculum - with the more able given the opportunity to study Triple                 
Science, Computer Science and full GCSE pathway leading on to A-Levels; while the less able have                
vocational options available in both Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 
 
 
Sixth Form 
 

KS5 at Rivers Academy 
 
The Academy offers an extensive range of A-Level and BTEC Level 3 courses for study at Key 
Stage 5 as well as Applied Transdisciplinary Learning and other enrichment activities. Subjects 
offered for study at Key Stage 5 include:  
 
Art  
Biology  
Business Studies  
Business Studies BTEC  
Chemistry  
Computer Science  
Economics  
English GCSE  
English Literature  
Film Studies  
French  
Geography  
Government and Politics  
Health and Social Care OCR  
History  
Hospitality & Catering BTEC  
ICT BTEC 
Law 
Mathematics GCSE 
Mathematics & Further Mathematics  
Performance - Musical Theatre BTEC  
Photography  
Physics  
Product Design  
Psychology  
Science BTEC  
Sociology  
Spanish  
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Sport - Fitness Services BTEC  
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