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1.  Statement of intent 

This plan outlines the proposals of the Local Advisory Body (LAB) of Rivers Academy to increase 

access to education for pupils with disabilities in the three areas required by the planning duties in 

the Equality Act 2010.  

A person is regarded as having a disability under the Act where the person has a physical or mental 

impairment that has a substantial and long term adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal 

day-to-day activities. 

This plan aims to: 

 Increase the extent to which pupils with disabilities can participate in the school curriculum. 

 Improve the environment of the school to increase the extent to which pupils with 

disabilities can take advantage of education, benefits, facilities and associated services 

provided. 

 Improve the availability of accessible information, which is readily available to other pupils, 

to pupils with disabilities. 

The above aims will be delivered within a reasonable timeframe, and in ways which are determined 

after taking into account the pupil’s disabilities and the views of the parents/carers and pupil. In the 

preparation of an accessibility strategy, the LAB must have regard to the need to allocate adequate 

resources in the implementation of the strategy. 

The Local Advisory Body also recognises its responsibilities towards employees with disabilities and 

will: 

 Monitor recruitment procedures to ensure that persons with disabilities are provided with 

equal opportunities. 

 Provide appropriate support and provision for employees with disabilities to ensure that 

they can carry out their work effectively without barriers. 

 Undertake reasonable adjustments to enable staff to access the workplace.  

The plan will be resourced, implemented, reviewed and revised regularly in consultation with: 

 The parents/carers of pupils 

 The Principal and other relevant members of staff 

 Local Advisory Board members 



 

 

 External partners 

2. Legislation and guidance 

This document meets the requirements of schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 and the Department 

for Education (DfE) guidance for schools on the Equality Act 2010. 

 

The Equality Act 2010 defines an individual as disabled if he or she has a physical or mental 

impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ adverse effect on his or her ability to undertake 

normal day to day activities.  

 

Under the Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice, ‘long-term’ is defined as 

‘a year or more’ and ‘substantial’ is defined as ‘more than minor or trivial’. The definition includes 

sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-term health conditions such 

as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer. 

 

Schools are required to make ‘reasonable adjustments’ for pupils with disabilities under the Equality 

Act 2010, to alleviate any substantial disadvantage that a disabled pupil faces in comparison with 

non-disabled pupils. This can include, for example, the provision of an auxiliary aid or adjustments to 

premises. 

 

 

3. Review period 

This plan is reviewed annually to take into account the changing needs of the schools and its pupils, 

and where the school has undergone a refurbishment.  

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/schedule/10
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/equality-act-2010-advice-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25

